Knowing the Will of God
      Romans 12:1-2
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Introduction:

The Context of Romans 12

The Subject of the Epistle is “The Righteousness of God”
I.   Righteousness Needed – Condemnation, Sin – Chapters 1-3
No person has Righteousness

﻿﻿“…there is none righteous, no, not one - 3:10

II.  Righteousness Imputed – Justification, Salvation – Chapters 4-5
“Abraham believed God, and it was ﻿﻿accounted to him for righteousness” (4:3).
“Therefore, ﻿﻿having been justified by faith, ﻿﻿we have ﻿﻿peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (5:1).
“Therefore, as through ﻿﻿one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through ﻿﻿one ﻿﻿Man’s righteous act the free gift came ﻿﻿to all men, resulting in justification of life” (5:18).
III. Righteousness Imparted-Sanctification-Separation – Chapters 6-8
﻿﻿
Chapter 6 - The believer is not under the Law (6:1-6)
“Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not!” (6:1)
“Shall we continue to sin ﻿﻿because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not!” (6:15)
Question: How can the believer resolve the struggle within himself? (6:15-25)
Answer: “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
Chapter 7 - The problem with sin in my members.
Chapter 8

Begins with no condemnation
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus”. (8:1)
Ends with no separation 

“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor ﻿﻿principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (8:38-39).
In Between

“all things work together for good” (8:28)

“And we know that ﻿﻿God causes ﻿﻿all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are ﻿﻿called according to His purpose”
IV. Righteousness Vindicated-Dispensation/Sovereignty – Chapters 9-11
Question: Is God unrighteous in His dealings with Israel? Answer: Certainly not!
Israel past – Election - Chapter 9
Israel’s present – Rejection - Chapter 10
Israel’s future – Salvation - Chapter 11
Conclusion: “And so all Israel will be ﻿﻿saved” (11:28)
V. Righteousness Practiced – Application/Service – Chapters 12-16
Righteousness in relation to ourselves 12:1-2. This is where our passage fits.
When a person believes, he receives eternal life. He should be baptized.

Then, we tell him:
1. Now you ought to get busy in the church




Wrong!
2. You should get out in society and start witnessing.



Wrong! 

3. You ought to be teaching other believers.



Wrong!
Before he begins to serve anywhere,
In relation to the church 12: 3-8


In relation to Society 12: 9-21


In relation to Government 13:1-14


In relation to other believers – 14:1-15:13

He must make himself available to God for service.
That’s where Romans 12:1-2 comes in.

First Paul tells what to do (12:1)
Then he tells us how to do it (12:2a)
Then he tells why it should be done (12:2b)
I.   What we are to Do 

A. The Plea

“I beseech” Παρακαλῶ (Modern = please)
Admonish – stronger than beseech - by his apostolic authority.

You, brothers - these are believers.


B. The Reason for the Plea
The “mercies” οἰκτιρμῶν of God - The pity of God.
God has taken you from your pitiful condition to your present high and lofty state.


C. The Content of the Plea
“present” παραστῆσαι - place beside or at ones disposal. As to present an animal for sacrifice.

“your bodies” – entire person – “yourself”
“living sacrifice” - the O.T. animals died – you are just as much a sacrifice except that you continue to live. However it is no longer your life.

Galatians 2:20

“I have been ﻿﻿crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but ﻿﻿Christ lives in me; and ﻿﻿the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in ﻿﻿the Son of God, who ﻿﻿loved me and ﻿﻿gave Himself up for me. 

It’s a living sacrifice. It is also holy.
“holy” – set apart and devoted to God.
The contrast is between the way you served before – under sin. And the way you will serve now in holiness.

“acceptable to God” - This is the only acceptable service.
“reasonable” (logical) service for you.

Considering:
1. What the Lord has done for you.
2. The life to which He has called you. 

It is the only reasonable – logical response.

II. How We Are To Do It - 2a
A. What should be Shunned - Don’t be Jell-o
1. It is something you can control

Stop being conformed to this “world” - the system that leaves God out. Don’t follow that Godless system.

   Prohibition of something you are now doing.

2. It is being done to believers.

Passive voice
The world is like that. It will shove you into its mold - by entertainment, by billboards, by associations.
B. What Should Be Done –
1. The meaning

“keep being transformed” - μεταμορφοῦσθε – English = metamorphosis
Matthew 17:2 
Jesus was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.

2. The method – by the renewing of your Mind.
Speaking of the New Covenant (Testament) Paul says:

 II Corinthians 3:18

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding ﻿﻿as in a mirror [of the Word] ﻿﻿the glory of the Lord, ﻿﻿are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as ﻿﻿by the Spirit of the Lord”
   The believer is changed by:


Daily prayer


   Attention to the Word

      Assembling with other believers

III. Why We Are To Do It
That he may test and approve the will of God. Δοκιμάζειν – Δοκιμάζω  to God will by doing it.
Then he will find that it is:
A. Good
1. It is good intrinsically- could God will anything bad?

2. It is good as far as God is concerned. It is what He wants done in your life and in His church.

3. It is good for you.

Romans 8:28
“And we know that ﻿﻿God causes ﻿﻿all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are ﻿﻿called according to His purpose” (NASB)
The more we test it the more we find that it is good. And, if not here, then we will know it hereafter.
B. Acceptable

It is acceptable to God and nothing else will do. 

God does not accept substitutes of our making.

C. Perfect – Complete
Everything the believer needs to live for God and serve Him is found within His will.
We don’t need to add anything.

We don’t need to change anything.
If we do, then it is no longer God’s will – it is our will and we are back where we started. 

Conclusion:
We have seen the application of the doctrine of Romans to ourselves

Once I have placed myself on the altar of God’s will, then I am ready to find His will and serve Him.

Now, what do I do and how do I do it?

That is found in the remainder of this Epistle.

The Application of God’s righteousness to:


In relation to the church – 12:3-8


In relation to Society – 12:9-21


In relation to Government – 13:1-14


In relation to Other believers – 14:1 – 15:13
